FUND RAISING IDEAS

Just a few ideas to help you out and ring the changes

Antique Fairs

These could be events where people are encouraged to bring along items to have valued at a set charge per item. It could also be done by hiring a venue and charging stallholders to come, like a craft fair.

Auctions

Various ideas – promises, silent, themed.

Bodyshop demonstrations

Other  evenings are – Colour me beautiful events, Virgin Vie, make-up etc. Charge a ticket price, maybe sell wine. The demonstrator will often give a couple of items for a raffle.

Balls

Quite a lot of organising needed for this sort of event, but it is something that can be used for prospectives to bring along their partners to.

BBQ’S

Just like a hotdog stand, these can be done at all sorts of events, including bonfire nights.

Bingo

Doesn’t sound that exciting but with the sale of wine, supper etc., a lot of money can be raised. Book a cheap venue and open the night to everyone, if selling wine or spirits, make sure you have a licence!

Burns Nights

Preferably in January! Sell tickets and charge a decent price for the extra whisky.

Babysitting Circle

Helps out everyone!

Bag-packing

Have a bucket for money donations by the side whilst you do this at the local supermarket. Check with them first for permission and also to make sure that no other organisation is doing it on the same day.

Barn Dances

A fun time for everyone as long as you get a good caller.

Cake stalls

Something that can be quite expensive if the cakes are homemade, why not cheat, buy some from the supermarket and re-package them!

Car Boots

Either do them as a stallholder or organise one for other people to attend. If you organise one, make sure that you do not contravene local authority guidelines. Sell refreshments and even have a stall yourselves.

Ceilidhs

Any social event is good to raise money and awareness.

Coffee mornings

Still a popular way to raise money. Have a bring and buy stall or a raffle.

Clothes exchanges

Maybe even try a book or toy exchange.

Candy Floss Stall

It is quite cheap to hire one of these machines, maybe try something a little different, but make sure that you cost things out and hope for a fine day at the fair etc.

Collections

These can be done by merely rattling a bucket at assorted events, but ensure that you have permission to do so. If it’s at night wear something reflective, don’t want to loose any Circlers!

Cream Teas

In fact any sort of refreshment at any sort of event!
Demonstrations

Get a local chef to do a cookery one for free and charge entry, or possibly a local garden centre making hanging baskets etc.

Easter Egg Hunts

No point in teaching your Grandma to suck eggs on this one!

Fashion Shows

Local dress shops will often do all the organising and just want you to sell the tickets, the same goes for the big charities. Try a children’s fashion show for a change.

Gift Wrapping

Stores like Woolworths will provide the paper, sticky tape and ribbons, if you are lucky. Charge a price per item, obviously a good one to do at Christmas!

Guess the weight Stall

Could even be the number of Smarties in a jar, or the teddy’s name. Possibilities are almost endless.

Hair and Beauty Evenings

A demonstration or just a get together.

It’s A Knockout

Either as an entry or organise one in the local area for firms or schools. 

Jumble Sale

Quick and easy to do and is a means of getting rid of the stuff in the garage.

Karate Evening

Something a bit different as a demonstration, for self-defence or even for others to pay to attend or organise a local competition.

Line-Dancing

Definitely good fun!

Mince Pies

Could make a fortune selling these in Santa’s Grotto.

Murder, Mystery Nights

You could either organise everything yourself, get a specialist group to do it all for you, or sell tickets for a hotel that has already set everything up.

Nearly New 

Ask for donations and use an empty shop for a week, FOC obviously.

Open Days

Ask local firms that are having open days if you can sell refreshments, and, obviously have few membership leaflets about!

Pedal Car Racing

Teams basically having a pub-crawl in aid of charity!!! You could also do this as a three-legged crawl, pram race etc.

Penny Trails

As the name suggests – gets good publicity.

Quizzes

Again, depending on the venue you could also sell alcohol, providing you have a licence. Try a theme for the quiz.

Race Nights

Casino nights are also good money raisers. Sometimes Circles organise their own, others get a company in to do the work for them. If at all possible use a venue where you can sell alcohol, because the more people drink, the more they spend!!

Raffles

All sorts of these, specialist ones of certain types of items; Chinese ones, where each prize has a glass in front of it, when someone buys a ticket, they get both tickets, they keep one and put the other one in the glass in front of the item that they want, when the raffle is drawn they only get a prize that they really want! Dutch raffles are where someone bids 50p, puts that in the bucket, the next person bids £1 and that is put in the bucket, the next bids £1.50, that too is put in, so, even if the item is only sold for £2 you will actually have raised £5.

Sand Castle Competitions

No good if you live inland! Entrance fee is paid etc.

Safari Suppers

Good fun as long as the distance isn’t too far!

Sponsored Events

These could range from the sublime to the ridiculous! Abseiling, parachute jumps, silences, slims, cycling, sitting in baths of beans- the list is endless and the more unusual the better the publicity!

Sandwiches

Ask a local company if you can go round and sell sandwiches at lunch times. Make sure that your menu is sent round early enough and don’t go overboard with the variety offered, otherwise you’ll never keep up!

Strawberries and Champagne night

Ticket price could include one glass and one dishful of fruit, any extra to be paid for. Some people use Pimms; just ensure that there is plenty to drink and that some people don’t so spare a thought for them! 

Taxi Service

Make Tablers pay for their nights out!! 

Trolley Dash

Get sponsorship from the local supermarket and sell loads of raffle tickets to win the dash.

Themed Nights

Could also be a dance or ball – 007, salsa, 70’s, soul, 18/30, Caribbean etc?

Unusual speakers

Something a bit different always attracts interest, so try a medium or psychic night, an undertaker, a famous local celebrity or even a Ready, Steady Cook event.

Victorian Fetes

Dressing up always gets attention, so it doesn’t need to be too elaborate, but you will stand out at the local fete or just as a stall.

Wine Tasting

Don’t need to say any more about this, other than sometimes local supermarkets will set things up for you or get a local wine merchant in. Try coffee tasting or cheese or other such delicacies.

Xmas

We all do the floats with Santa; make sure Table give generously for our help. Xmas Fairs are also good money earners, charge for stalls, have one yourselves, sell refreshments, mince pies, act as Mother Christmas etc.

Yuletide

This is a time when people will give generously, so do tin collections at certain places and hand these out as parcels to the old, infirm or homeless.

Z

Zoo trips sponsored by C.S funds, for deprived children or mentally or physically handicapped people. 

ZZZZZZZZ !!!!!!!!!! Rest now, you’ve worked really hard!!!!!!!!!!!

However you raise money, however large or small the amount, it is all for a good cause, don’t get weighed down with the problems, share the workload and HAVE FUN.

